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4 ways to protect your great idea for under $40.

In order to protect an idea most people assume that a patent is the only way.  There are, however 4 things an inventor can do to gain protection.

1. Describe the idea in detail on a piece of paper.  Include sketches, pictures, and whatever else you need to support the idea.  Make it such that anyone who reads it can easily understand your idea.  Then have two unbiased people sign the paper.  Next take the drawings, sketches, and pictures and mail them to yourself by certified mail.  Do not open the envelope.  This gives you a postmark, which will help establish a date of conception.

2. Take a description, sketches and any other supporting information and file for an official copyright with the US Copyright Office.  The cost is $30.00.  This will give you formal copyright protection.

3. File a Disclosure Document in the US Patent and Trademark Office.  The disclosure will establish a date of record, which will show the date they received the information.  The cost to file the Disclosure Document is $10.00

4. Have everyone you show your new idea to sign a Mutual Non Disclosure Clause, which is available for free on http://www.inventorsipo.com/nondisclosuredocument.htm
While a patent does give your idea the maximum amount of protection the above 4 steps will also contribute to it’s overall protection.  For more information on protecting your idea please visit www.inventorsipo.com.

The above information has been provided by Dan Stalfire, the owner of Inventors IPO.  Dan has also filed two patent applications with the U.S.P.T.O.  He has been involved in inventing for over 10 years.

